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Edwinstree Middle School - Theatre Production Policies
Information for students, parents, and carers
[image: Star Warts: The Umpire Strikes Back | Reduced Version | School Musical for  KS2]

✨ Casting
· Signing up does not guarantee a role — this applies to all students, including Year 8s and those previously cast.
· Auditions are competitive, and casting is based on performance during the audition itself.
· It’s not uncommon for strong performers to miss out. While this can be difficult, learning to handle rejection is part of theatre.
· Students should be open to auditioning for any role, and willing to contribute as part of the crew if needed. However, students may indicate if they prefer a smaller role or specifically part of the crew.
· Casting also considers reliability. Withdrawing or missing rehearsals during the 5-month process causes delays and affects the entire team.
📅 Rehearsals
· Rehearsals take place every Wednesday from 3:15pm to 4:45pm starting from 5th November 2025.
· All cast and crew are expected to attend unless otherwise informed.
· A full-day technical rehearsal will be held the week before the show. Cast must attend with full costume.
· Students are responsible for recording and learning their stage directions, which may include:
· Line delivery and character/s being addressed 
· Movement and blocking
· Stage entrances and exits
🎭 Show & Tech Week (9th – 20th March) There will be additional information given nearer the time.
· Rehearsals will continue as normal during tech week and show week but may be extended slightly (until 5pm) to allow for full run-throughs with costume changes.
· Cast members may leave once they have completed post-show responsibilities (e.g. tidying dressing rooms and green room).
· Crew may leave after receiving notes, resetting the stage, and packing away equipment.
📆 Performance Dates (19th and 20th March)
· Performance dates and times (6.30pm start) will be listed on the Edwinstree website and will not change.
· We hope to include a daytime performance for Year 4 students from local first schools. This will be likely to take place after the evening performances and Edwinstree may elect to allow the rest of the school to watch an additional performance or two.
· Last year a small group of students presented a recital-style version of the show at Layston Grove Care Home. Should we do this again you will be sent additional information and permission slips.
🧹 Closing Night & Strike
· After the final performance, all cast members are expected to assist with strike — the process of dismantling the set and tidying the performance spaces.
· Each student will be assigned a specific task, reporting to a member of the crew.
· Strike may last until 9pm, but students will not be asked to stay later than this.
· Students who do not participate in strike will not be eligible to audition for future productions — including Year 8s (comments will be passed to teachers at Freman).
🎟️ Tickets
· Tickets, which help cover the production costs, will be available online from February half term.
· A limited number will be sold at the door — details of these will be shared during show week.
· Prices: 
· £4 per person
· £10 group ticket (4 people, max 3 adults)
📸 Photographs & Recordings
· Photographs will be taken during dress and technical rehearsals.
· We are exploring safe and respectful ways to share these, in line with safeguarding and data protection policies.
· Photography is not permitted during performances — flash can be distracting for the performers and unsafe.
· Video recordings are not permitted, due to licensing restrictions and additional costs.
👗 Costumes & Costs
· Students must provide their own costume, makeup, and shoes (details will be shared later).
· Items do not need to be new — borrowing or shopping second-hand is encouraged.
· Students receiving pupil premium may request support with costs.
🤒 Illness
· If a student is absent due to illness, please inform the school office and mention if they will miss a rehearsal or performance.
· If a student misses more than half the school day, they cannot attend rehearsal or perform that day.
🗓️ Conflicts (Dates your Child Cannot Attend)
· Please list all known conflicts* between November and closing night.
· Acceptable reasons include:
· Competitive school sports events
· School trips
· Medical appointments

· Conflicts such as private lessons, other rehearsals, or clubs are not accepted.
· Casting decisions are also based on availability — priority is given to students with no conflicts.
· Additional conflicts may result in a student being replaced.
· No conflicts are permitted during the technical rehearsal or show week.
· If a student misses a rehearsal without informing Mrs Brock by 1:15pm, they may lose their role.

Show Name: 			Star Warts: Revenge of the Umpire

Agreement 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________

Form Group: _______________________________________________________
“I give permission for my child to audition or join the crew. I understand that if they miss rehearsals or have unlisted conflicts, they may be replaced. I have read and agree to the Edwinstree Theatre Production Policies.”
Parent/Carer Name: __________________________  Date: _______________
Signature: _______________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s): __________________________________________________
*Known Conflicts (dates your child cannot attend): Continue overleaf if necessary
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
------------------------------------------------------------------
“I have read and agree to the policies above. I understand that if I miss rehearsals without permission, I may be removed from the show.”
Student Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________
Preferred Role Type (circle): 
*Principal Role 		*Solo			Ensemble Role		Crew
(*not guaranteed!)
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